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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CARACA 00786 2521 17Z 

ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /023 W 

012603 261719Z/66 

R 251203Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 880 

UNCLAS CARACAS 0786 

PASS TO: OED/MEPD AND OIM 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, VE 

SUB J : MAJOR PROJECT: THIRD (ANGOSTURITA) CARONI RIVER BRIDGE 
REF: CARACAS 675 


1 . VENEZUELAN ENGINEERING FIRM DOING THE DESIGN WORK DESCRIBED THIS 
BRIDGE AS CABLE-STAGED PRE-STRESSED CONCRETE TYPE. BRIDGE WILL HAVE 
SIX LANES FOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC PLUS RAILROAD LINE IN CENTER. OVERALL 
LENGTH IS 1525 METERS, WITH CENTER SPAN BETWEEN TWO SUPPORTING 
TOWERS OF 280 METERS. 


2. TOTAL COST OF PROJECT ESTIMATED AT APPROXIMATELY 25MILLION 
DOLLARS. 


3. GIVEN THE ADVANCED AND SPECIALIZED TECHNOLOGY INVOLVED, DESIGN 
ENGINEER BELIEVED FOREIGN FIRM WOULD HAVE TO EXECUTE THIS 
PROJECT. HE MENTIONED ITALY, FRANCE AND GERMANY AS COUNTRIES WITH 
PARTICULAR EXPERTISE IN THIS TYPE OF BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION. HIS 
IMPRESSION WAS THAT CABLE STAGED BRIDGES WERE FAIRLY RECENT DEVELOP 
MENT IN U.S. 

VAKY 
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